THESIS QUESTION
This thesis asks how a monument can be designed to project a clear image at a distance and articulate a spatial experience at close range that will shape the urban identity.
RESEARCH PROBLEM
My research focuses on two areas: first, how a monument presents a symbolic figure that marks a landscape when seen from a distance; second, how a monument creates a meaningful experience for a visitor who moves through the spaces at close range.
DESIGN PROBLEM
The second part of the thesis will be the design of a monument using the concepts learned from my research. This project is a monument to celebrate the Florida Foreign Trade Association as part of the Port of Miami Boulevard Enhancement Project. The monument will celebrate the positive spirit, innovation, dedication, and optimism of the trade pioneers who helped Miami-Dade County achieve its prominence.
The site for the monument is located at Biscayne Boulevard and Fifth Street, between Bayside
Market Place and The American Airlines Arena in Downtown Miami, at Biscayne Bay. The monument was meant to be seen by people approaching the port, coming from the Atlantic through the Hudson River. Its best view is at the point where the visitor sees it in front of the Manhattan skyline and it seems to be the same size the skyscrapers although being almost 2 miles away (Illustration #5).
SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY

Designing a monument as an effective landmark requires detailed site analysis to determine the views. This thesis develops strategies for placement and views in the city
RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND HYPOTHESIS
When the viewer is far out away from that point, the statue becomes too small to be legible (Illustration #3), and when the viewer is closer than this distance, the statue dominates the view as if detached from the city skyline(Illustration #4). In other words, scale is the predominant factor that makes the monument effective. It is important to add that advertising and the media have popularized the image of the Lady as a symbol of New York, most people know Lady Liberty through the printed picture and the television views that show its best angles
The Holocaust Memorial
The Holocaust Memorial is a monument with a strong presence and with a clear narrative. It shapes the behavior of visitors by inviting them to reflect on love, justice, respect, and the importance of family and friends, as well as the many dangers that can affect our lives. The monument also provides green space to an important area of the city of Miami Beach. The site of the monument is located on a prominent point of the Biscayne Bay, where trade vectors cross actively in many directions. The site is located at the original place where Henry
Flagler founded his Rail Road to Paradise more than a Century ago. It is the gateway to the port, a major crossway to the city from north to south through Biscayne Boulevard, and an important intersection for the Miami International air traffic approaching and leaving the Miami Airport. 
Illustration #38. Railways vectors
The program of the building was formed based on the railway system of linear-datum organization.
The views were planed based on the airways radial multi-directional organization, and transparent properties Illustration #39. Airways vectors The Foundation of the monument was created based on the highway system, using the grid created by the roads crossing the site and its intersections, and then projecting the grid upwards to generate a three-dimensional base that used concrete as material resembling the material of roads and highways, making the foundation solid and strong..
And the horizontal and vertical circulation were based on the marine ways linear-omni-directional organization system.
THE MONUMENTS SITE
MONUMENT PLACEMENT AND THE VIEWS IN THE CITY
The monument was carefully designed and placed in a well thought-out site in order to create a relationship of design and scale with the surrounding buildings and environment that reciprocally affect each others views. The range of view can be established in a sequential order from a very far distance, to a mid, and to a very close distance, being approximately from 2.5 miles away to 1 mile, to few blocks and ending right at the monument.
The range of view of the monument in general is Miami, Miami Beach and its islands, the Port of Miami, the Biscayne Bay, and from very far away can be seen at night when illuminated as a lighthouse leading the way trough the ocean, the air or even the roads of south Florida.
SCALE
In the case of the Trade Pioneers Monument, the scale factor works well from far, mid, and close range, due to its close distance with the large buildings in the background and its scale and design relationship with them, although at very close range the scale relationship makes it seen a lot larger than the rest of the buildings making it an impressively tall structure.
THE PROJECT
The design proposal for this thesis is a monument to The South Florida Trade Pioneers in Miami.
It is a modem, tall, slender structure approximately 600 feet high made of comparable scale with high-rise buildings on Biscayne Boulevard. The design engages the visitor in a sequential order.
First, from the distance as it appears on the skyline from more than 3 miles away on Biscayne Bay. At closer range, the visitor sees some details and information that could not be seen from the distance. At less than two blocks from the monument, its form visually enriches the area and invites people to come closer. The most important experience of the monument is the encounter with its interior programs, where the visitor is able to move from the ground twelve levels up, passing through the store/coffee shop located on the second level, continuing to the storage area on the third and fourth, and then to the office space at fifth and sixth levels. Then to the museum located on the seventh and eighth levels. To the ninth level where the multipurpose room is South Florida and visitors are not only able to see this monument from the road when driving, or from the distance while crossing the bay on a boat, but also able to interact with it; to touch it, feel it, climb, and experience it, and hopefully to grow with it as part of one community.
